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Clipper visits: Friend Weiler
by Autumn Gould

Cupper Intern

Detective Friend

Weiler is no

stranger to being a

Duxbury High School student,

but he said one major thing

has changed since he attended

DHS: pressure.

"Kids grow up a lot fast

er now," he said. "Duxbury

is still really successful with

sports and academics but now

there is more pressure and kids

experiment at younger ages."

Weiler is the school re

source officer and juvenile de

tective with the Duxbury Po

lice Department, and he said

being in the schools is one of

the best parts of his job.

"I enjoy working with

kids, I like hearing their feed

back. I'm the liaison between

the department and the kids,"

he said.

Police Chief Mark DeLuca

said Weiler is a great resource

for the school and the depart

ment.

"He is in the position to

develop a strong rapport with

the school and students. When

we want to give the kids in

formation or need information

about things that happen, he's

great for that," DeLuca said.

"He has his finger on the pulse

of the school."

Weiler has an office in the

high school, but also talks to

students at the middle school

and Chandler. He teaches the

"healthy choices" or drug edu

cation class to the fifth grad

ers, and the dating violence

prevention class to the eighth

Det. Friend Weiler is the Duxbury school resource officer and
juvenile detective. Weiier's job involves drug and dating violence
prevention, as well as teaching classes at the middle school and
elementary school level. Police Chief Mark DeLuca calls him a
great resource for the community.

grade. At Chandler School,

Weiler talks to the students

about stranger danger and bul

lying.

ships, covering date rape and

indecent assault.

Weiler was not fazed by

returning to his hometown po-

"My office is in the high

school because there is defi

nitely more of a need there,"

he said. Weiler comes into

gym classes to teach a class

called "sex and the law." He

said it's about how the law

pertains to personal relation-

Ucedepartment in 1995 after

graduating from Connecticut

College.

"I love the community, I

grew up here, it's a great place

lo grow up and 1 have a lot of

good memories."

He said Chief DeLuca has

always been supportive of his

proposals, whether it be coach

ing the girls ice hockey team

or getting involved in other

facets of the community.

"I'm in the classroom, I'm

coaching. In the beginning

when I would be in the cafete

ria, the kids would look at me

and wonder why the cops were

here, now I'm seen as part of

the school," said Weiler. De

Luca said the students have

really embraced Weiier's pres

ence.

As the school resource of

ficer, Weiler said parents often

ask for advice about their chil

dren, and he said he draws on

his own experiences being a

father of three young boys. "I

try to tell parents to be parents

and not friends," he said. "It's

about setting limits and staying

on top of your kids, because if

you give them an inch, they'll

keep going with it."

Weiler said the hardest

thing about his job is when

kids don't learn their lesson.

"The juvenile justice system is

set up to give kids a break and

when they still don't change

their actions it saddens me to

see them continue to make bad

I decisions."
He also said it is especially

hard to see a high school kid.

lose a friend or a loved one.

"With the tragedies this year,

the car accidents, the hardest

part is to see anyone lose a

loved one, regardless of age or

the circumstances."

Despite the rough year,

Weiler said he has a great

continued on page 4



Weiler's p/esenMfelt in schools
■ continued from page one

working relationship with the .

school and that they both have

the same ultimate goal: to keep

the kids safe.; He saidittiat He'd
like to. think that'he niakes a

difference in the School c^hi-
munity. "I want to be seenas

another resource...and con

nect with them." ,_._ :,V

p^^^^^^y^^;
always open-minded arid out-

going;.-; v; • ■'y^:'^:j.:-:' :-::■}:[l-

^%addtfiprijto, aU of his
re^nsibilities and commit^

vaMijs at the school., ^Veilejr is
stillV&JBv|^ye;^e'.^e|^ttVp:-"'at
the dep^a1rta^t|^ cVime that
involves a'^csofifipf age 16
or under^ wKemer they be;Uie

victim or perpetrator, Weiler

is assigned to the case. Crimes

can range from sexual assault

to vandalism. : •

As busy as he' is, Weiler

said someday he hopes to take

on more responsibility and be-

Inaddltiontonls^

ndeia}cjuefl^^foffense^to* Jphe two:^ii«i^i^S>schoocomei

Chiefs DeLuca^;But^he won't

be around forever and has to

retire at some point," Weiler

said, smiling. . .v ; :

Weiler is 36^ years old and,

lives in Sandwdch"with his;

wife, Deirdre, a lawyer at Gal-

vin and Galvin in Duxbury.

school

_w .V,-,-;^ -i-- a
cbuple untij;]afte^sgraduati6n.
They have three boys; Friend
IE, 6, Luke^ 5,^d Cormac;2

}A. JWeiler s,aid that^someday

lie w6uid;like^ to m^ye back to
Duxbury. -:-\[\."£.'■.


